National health care: whither goeth dentistry?
National health insurance is reemerging as an important issue on the national health policy scene. The continuing escalation of health care costs in the US and increasing numbers of individuals without access to health services are stimulating a variety of proposals to redesign the structure and financing of the American health care system. Some change in the current system toward a more national approach to health care is inevitable in the years ahead. While dental care is subject to pressures similar to other health care services, little attention is being accorded dental services in the various national health care proposals that are being advanced. This may be due largely to organized dentistry's reluctance to define a role for itself. If dentistry is to be included in such a plan, it is essential that concerted efforts start soon and that the various public and private sectors of dentistry work collaboratively to develop the dental component to such a plan. The future oral health of the public and the future health of dentistry as a profession depend on it.